Dear Editor, 



The December 6, 2010 commentary, "Our friends in the desert" by David Keene distort-* 
wi^^f nd , Gurrent r{ * lities of «* Astern Sahara conflfcVand mSS^SS^SSers 
w.th wild allegations and hyperbolic claims that have been repeated^ S by most fn 

It is also important for your readers to know that, according to the US Deoartmpnt nf 
Just.ce, Mr. Keene and his consulting firm received tens of thousands > of dE?n obbvina 

Mr Keene seriously misrepresents the position of the United Nations on th P c ahara 

conflict. The UN Security Council has repeatedly catted ^JmoSS a^tte 

seek a mutually acceptable political solution to resolve the d^uS.^007 Mo^oSo 

a T Pr °T <Se f Ut0nom * wasSed Sus and cLible" 
by the Uft Security Council, including the US, and many others in the international 

SK?S^ ^ haS ~ cT^JSp^ the 

WeSem rl^ 9 ^^!! ^^ 265 the of the US government in the 

m^lZ^lZ ufu Th6 S"" ton ' Bush ' and Obama MmintstrationsTand bi-partisan 
SfrSS 1?/ E?"l USe and Senate sti PP° rt 3 resolution of the conflict based on 
prSto ST" ^ facte weH documented, though Mr. Keene 

^I^S"!?^' the author ' s description of life in the Polisario-run refugee camps in Aloeria is 
^S^ a ^ aSy ' In i he Wly-controlted camps-where the rel^l^iedtte 
most b^sfc freedoms-there is only one permitted political party, the Poiisario Front ite 

: S^M t 7 tU T r f ° r more than fromTo^fous dSloTlo d War 

~i2j¥ teP8<f portl0n <* tne Western Sahara enjoy the full rights and orated-ion* nf th* 
i Morgan constitution-including landmark reforms tl« giSSSttSeeffi e^iSi of 
; w^ and exerdSe their riQht t0 vote in mternationaiffceS for 
toca^d national ******** in larger numbers thar ii^yX?e!i in Morocco 

Most regrettably, Mr. Keene's distortions dishonor the lives of the 11 Moroccan nniirA 

fJZ?, ff^fllf!? bV Vi0lmt ' P ro - Po,iserio miiitant^o Srated^EeSnls a 
peaceful social protest over economic issues near Laayoune. These StaBoffiS? wiL 
armed only with non-lethal weapons-no -guns blalnS?" another of Mr ^2S3iSSnn« 
^peatedly denounced by the irrtemati™*^^^^ 

^S^^SS!^^^ * Rwanda by JSfi, ZZ oTaT 

Sahrawi victims in the Spanish press photos of children in Gaza taken four years earlier. 

sTnctrety " h ° W attentlon ' the does eventually out such lies. 

Robert M. Holley 

Executive Director of the Moroccan American Center for Policy (MACP) 



Dear Editor, _ /"^'- ^•^ 
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J ho h 1 b6 L 6 ' 2010 commen tary, "Our friends in the desert" by David Keene distorts 
Lifh h, ^ fmd current realities of the Western Sahara conflict and n^toro^url^rs 
w.th wrtd allegations and hyperbolic claims that have been repeated y relected bv mo?fn 

JuSic^^^^^f ad ^to know m <w»««W to thesis Department of 
, frS fr'J? 1 ;,^ ^ l h f COnsu,hn9 firm receive£i tens of thousands of dollars in lobbying 
Ss SSSSST 1 ' the P0,iSan ° W^^ frKf financial supports & fac^M° Se 

Mr " i^i 8 ^ 1 ^ m,sre PresentS the position of the United Nations on the Western Sahara 
f conflict The UN Security Cw0t has r^Teatedly called on SfSSS 
^^^^^m^ solution toresolve to 
EESSffi? i ^^ 186 ^ to Wmy proposal which was darned *s«rious SrS^edrble* 
SunT^ 3nd many ^ the internal ^ 

Fmnt h3S Weted «- <^» ^ promise, stalling the 

StaSa^^ the P os{ «™ of the US government in the 

western Sahara conflict. The Clinton, Bush, and Obama Administrations and bi-oartisan 

ZonT, £E if H ° USe and Senate st ***> rt » button of 55*^^^ 

^ mSOVer&i9m - TheSe feCtS 3re ^ ^mented^ugh M, Keene 

Furthermore^the author's description of fife in the Polisario-run refugee camcs in Aloeria >« 
%£^*P2"' In tbe «9htly-contro}led camps-^where the rth£Z£^^ a 
most basic freedoms-there is only one permitted political party, the Srio Front Its 
2222?* P ? SW S 1t " for more ^ecadesTalls Ih^dSoI?^ War 

leadersincludmg their continuing ally, Fidel Castro. In contrast, Sahrawis irfthe Mnm. 
administered portion of the Western Sahara enjoy the full rights LfpSons of the 
Moroccan consmutt(m-,ihcludin a landmark r^ms that fluwSLS«S3^ 
women-and exercise their right to vote iniernationafty certtfS I to andfa* r%c£ta for 
local and national repre^ntatives in larger m^^^^^^^^^^ for 

armeo: only with non-lfthaf weapons-hd "guns blazing,'' another of Mr KppHa'.! m^h^ 

S^?*?" 8 ^ b,atant * Probanda b^selir^SS^as 

Sahraw. vrctims m the Spanish press photos of children in Gaza taken four Jearl earlier. 

StoSSfy *** m C8refW atten8wl ' 8» triitfc Wev^aBy out such Hesi ' ' 
Robert M. Holiey 

Executive Director of the Moroccan American Center for Policy fMACP* 



<uc>nter fer r&Hcf 



CONTACT: Calvin Dark 

202.587.0855 

CdarkPmoroccanamericanrpnt-pr mm 



Thyr«day, member 0, 2010 
US Congressman Cafte Pisr©©e<$ Mm C^yntetermrissm ^ao***" * « 

led Take Hicmsta^ It, 

Representatives. D««4S3? wff ^irs ^Ss^S cSS? iiES th ? US House ° f 

support for a compromise solution based ^autonKm, «S^iSf ' re,terated the dear ' longstanding US 
warned against cerLn Xas^^ * the Western Sahara and 

a«.y, the Kingdom of MoroS^S. SS^JZS^ ^ *"* Wlth ° Ur ^ and 

£H£& &;? X^ h ^^ the entire popular of Morocco, 
has agreed to grant a genuine^ Ipr^^^^mv *t?£!*SLl* !™2 deC3de ' Mr " Speaker - Morocc o 
reach a realistic and deflnitivTsSrS th! pS^S^SST ^^.sovereignty in order to 
on the creation of a fake micro-state HM kim ffilSL^ ?!fL ^ so " ca,,ed Polisario continue to insist 
courage and patterns* S l^^JSS^SS « Si? t !2g* mn * team nave demonstrated great 
Majorities in this Congress SmpriSrS bS h S4c^ S a^S^I^f h° ^ 0f the e "« re re 9*>n. 

a«y Morocco's position on thte SicaJ^^^!l and Democrats have spoken cieariy in support of our 
President Obama. * P^sident Bush, and then to 

State Rice and Secretary of SbSohiS? ?S£ STSSJ? 1 W ' th S ?° ng ,eadershi P of Secretary of 

of this Congress." ' ms agreed w,th the P° siti ° n expressed by the overwhelming majority 

Sr^^^^ andjs propped up by CasWs Communist 

Point of regional instability mlfiSSS&t ZZ^^fJZ!^^ ^ "™ 35 3 f0cal 

^thefWi^^R^. Ol^^iaiffe^atereei^ visits 

inflammatory media 

at PurposefuldSinS * -^^P^°l^ aS bl8sed " and attempts 

issues near Laayoune," wrote Mr. Holiev in The mi rC»1!L JL P sociat Potest over economic 

### 



Center tor Policy 



CONTACT: Calvin Dark 
202.587.0855 

cdari<@mornrrana rnericanrenter.mm 



FOR IMMEDIATE 'RELEASE: Thursday, December 9, 2010 

^L^SL^!" 3 "^?, f i< f oc ^ K «y Counterterrorlsm "Ally;'' Warns that a Polisario- 

Rep. Uncoln Dia*-Balart temwKm mcettt "cyfticat attempts at fiurposefuf dishrformation" about 

WeeSom Sahara osi House floor 

For the full mm of Rep. Dias-Baterfs statement, visit: 
issues near Uayoune," wrote Mr Hoitev in Thl lm «™?J J> pQ ^ it sodal P rotest over economic 



community." 

### 



I haven't spent as long in the National Archives as Professor Zunes 

manv «S? Tf ^ F ° re,gn Sento IVe drafted ™* read as ' 

many cables. I also spent years in North Africa talking to Morocco and 

Pohsario leaders for the US Government. Recently r^Tnterv?ewed 

wimps in Aigena. 30, 1 can inject a few truths to Professor Zune*?' 
Imfllf 5ff°9^ Prejudice, conspiracy theories, disdain for 
American diplomats, and outright fabrication on the Western Sahara. 

™££L aUt0 ?T y E* P ° Saf for Western Sahara under Moroccan 
sovereignty is fully within international law regarding recoanized 

!^w e vf 0rm ^ f determination. It's backed by three US ' 
administrations (Clinton, Bush, and Obama), bipartisan majorities in 
Congress, and has broad international support. That isn'tXav but 

a workable solution for resolving a 35-year-old aisTs 9V ' 

It's absurd to deny Algeria's role, as chief Pollsario-backer in 
prpetuatrng this conflict. The Polisarfo-run camps are in Algeria near 
Tmdouf. Algenahas allowed the Polfeario to confine SrTraTreTugles 

r£Z to 5lS ^ tt5m m 20 ™~~™*m dangerous escapes to 

-^^^^^mfLP^ integrity of good people tryino to advance 
America's interests abroad, Professor r M^Sl2SS^™ M 
questions of intellectual honesty studying difficult issues. 

Robert Hooey, 

Moroccan &mirlea*i Cmtm $m P®Ucy 

MACP distributes this information on behalf of the Government A f m««,^« a^*, * 
information is available at Department of JuSceln WaTwngton DC 



pfyepX.si?? * as long in |be Nagonal Archives as Professor Zunes 
but in twenty years in the' Foreign Service I've drafea'antl read as 
many cmesH mmmm^amm mm^ Mmmtsm^to Morocco and 
Polisano leaders for the US Government. Recently I've interviewed 
hundreds who've escaped the Polisario's authoritarian rule in refugee 
camps in Algeria. So, I can inject a few truths to Professor Zunes' 
tangle of ideological prejudice, conspiracy theories, disdain for 
American diplomats, and outright fabrication on the Western Sahara. 

Morocco's atatfcnomy p>dj*os^ ^Western Sahara under Moroccan 
sovereignty is fully wfihih international law regarding recognised 
acceptable forms of self-determination. It's backed by three US 
administrations (Clinton, Bush, and Obama), bipartisan majorities in 
Congress, and has broad international support. That isn't ideology, but 
a workable solution for resofvtrtf a SS^yeir-oWtffiisV 

It's absurd to deny Algeria's rote, as chief PoMsarto-backer, m 
perpetuating this conflict. The Wisario-ron camps are in Algeria near 
Tindouf. Algeria has allowed the PoHsario to gpfine Mwmi refugees 
for decades, with no rights, jobs, prospects, or mm. Thousands have 
voted with their feet-1,500 in 2010-making dangerous escapes to 
return to Morocco. 

Rather than diSRaragethe^ntegnty of food people trying to advance 
America's interests abroad* -Professor;, Zunes should reflect on 
questions of mtellectuaf honesty studying difficult issues. 

Robert Hotley, 

Moroccan American Center for Pofiev 

Hm$sM&&$ timpfoftpmm offfbehilf of the Government of tlarocco.^Addittonai 
«*>m?atton is &vaH^a| D^tfpn^ of &$H<$.fn We^tttp^'DC,^ * , 



— >w. .. ^o, ica ,a— MUG-UEC ZO IC 

^U-Qaeda casts shadow over North Africa and Sahel- Stalfmata 

JA/ashingtort, DC (Dec. 13, 2010)-As UN-hosted informal toil,. „ ~ m mw York "*« (12-9-10) 

on a realistic solution to the 35-year-ok I WeSem Ston^^^ 16 *2 adVance Serious negotiations 
on increasingly dangerous development ™ ^tt^ *?Sh2^2 "T and J0U , rnal artic,es have reported 

AQIM has established a sThave TfaSIL ^ 

Algeria, Mauritania, Mali, and Niger. Over ^o^^^^J^ of Sahel-in southern 
kidnappings of foreign nationals for hefty randoms a bmti hlf T d a / er,es of "WHwaflle attacks, 
^ hostage, and direct 

boats. On October 28, Osama bfr T^^^f^^^.f^ ™f AQIM recruits in the attack 
and demanded France withdrawfro^ 

In West has linked with latin drug ^St^T:"^^"^ 
to-arms trade. In November, Morocco brake w ?™™t~£ !* In ,ucrat 1 ,ve ^"s-Atlantic cocaine- 
drugs through Mwta^ on ^tes^v^^^ "* smuggling 

VW-H violence, tension front tn^ 1 ^^^?^^ 
, and breeding gmiSd for S« "f^ 1 ° penSng for 

* 'mpede security cooperation In the r^inn «VhV^ c . ? mernber *- The Algeria-Morocco rift continues to 
Ar^ as candies w*™^ slnce »CTS report* 

> paid Omar le Sahraoui and threeXr S cot f reco ? s in Mauritania reveal 

, ***** tt^ m ^iZeZ t ° k ' dnap Spamsh aid workers last Year. 

-- * " - «*-*-•<*«•, i« Moaae diplomatique, Hudson New York, ICTS 
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j^Z, Active AQIM, 

S0i^f|M#^f|; ^mm^ ^ a,Qaeda sub-Saharaw 

■CTS - International! Center for Terrorism <5ti,Hi« d ♦ . AFRICA A, Sha ^ b *** 
-~ —^gligLie^^ Potomac institute for Pnliry studies - Sent 11 ?fim 

a enal is distributed by the Moroccan American 
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rh' ~~~~ — ' — — ■ b i,\jt iur roiicy studies 



~ • - - -.— . arwrVllf-lL. J-irV ■ 

► "Desert Land in Limbo is 



Souad Mekhennet. 12-9-10 

,http://wvw.n*.m^.^ 



"TSmnr fi g a nT om al-Qaeda & 



* l' Th S Po,l , sarlo: The Next M Q aeda? " ^«^»^.^rd Miniter, 12-140, 

► "Al-Qaeda Yemen affiliate widens searrfitei^ife targets/' feWT«fe^l^n1ttock, 11-30-10 

* " ,s a * Qaeda interested in Western Sahara's Polisario Front?/' esm^i^ Sanefto in Spain, 11-29-10 

► "Wfts curb North Africa's war on al-Qaida," UPUots, 11-17-10 * J- , 

► "Al-Qaeda looks to Sahel for new funding sources ? tfosHAmsi*. 11-10-10 - * 

► "Deserting the Logic for Want of Glory/' fteftttFSmi, James Bakcock, 11-4-10 

► "Letting another Qaeda bastion grow/' Richard Miniter, 11-2-10 : 

► "Morocco battles*! Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb," & . . % Aida Alami, 11-2-10 

► "Al-Qaida ^growing in North Africa^oo," U mm tmmmxxK, Abderrahim Chahaouat, 11-1-10 

► "Osama atithe Top of His Game," THeMmm tomm Michael Scheiien lfr-29-10 

http://nationalmterest__|B/corBmgn3^ 

► "France slams Birr Laden, plays dowriltostage ! threat^Ji% JeSrWtouis de I^Vaissiere, 10-28-10 
" * * " • 3k,lO-18-10 

frori 5 t S :iCgl88824.html 

^ S^1?? lda ln N -A^ seen as Eu^^reat/' Js^^ 10-10-10 
- ^P*,?^^ 1 ^ af-CJaeda t? Mamie Maghreb/' ftm J. Peter Pham, 9-23-10 
rThe Rise ofAl Qaeda in North Africa," NWmm, Ravi Somaiya, 9-16-10 W'"- ; 

"Spanish hostages freed by ai-Qaida arrive in Spain," A»«M&#^'Manti '.Fernandez, 8-23-10 

► "Terrorism: AQIM and the Pofcario Frente," CSB Tmummfmm fta^tiP^ tenter for Strategic 
and International Studies, May 2010 i 

* "Maghreb & Sahel Terrorism: Rising Threat from al-Qaeda, other Terrorists in Worth & West/Central 
- -Africa, 6iWS«» CBmR-'fot.imommSRmm Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, Jan. 2010- • 

pttp;//vww.pot6maetnst ^ Wsii\^2menMstn%mr$otiamf . . — • ... 

This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 



Maghreb & Sahef Terrorism: 

. .. " other Terrorists in Worth & West/Central Africa 

YOWAH AtEX&SBeR, f HTE RNATIONAj, CENTER FOR TERRORISM STUDIES, POTOMAC INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES 
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Terrorist Attacks In North a West/Central Africa Since 9/11 




Maghreb 



Tunisia 

{3 attacks) 



2114 



165 thru 
Nov.30, 2010 

(181 at 

annualized rate) 



153 

Algeria 

(325 attacks) 



(35 attacks) 



(1 attack) 



en** 

{SB attacks) 



(41 attacks) 



V" 
31 



Annual Ttef roristAfttacks in Region Since 9/11 



2001 imi -2003 ... 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 



B*the Maghreft sftS&etfnateMS^fofrt their tow in the period to Wt a ne# hfe£ of tm smacks m 

and ambushes— against international and domestic targets— claimed some 2,6ttB isres and 6,000 victims in 
Algeria, Chad, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, and Tunisia, links to organized crime are proliferating. 



Timeline 


Year 


2001 


2062 


2003 


2004 


200* 




2007 


2008 ' 


"2009" 


2010 

fihrull-JOrlO) 


North, West/Centra:., 

Africa Nations. 


Totals 
Miili 


21 


m m 






104 

attacks 


£53 


161 

attacks 


152 
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165 attacks 
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925 attacks 
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' 20 attacks 
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7 attacks 
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35 attacks':-:. 
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3 attacks 
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■ .« j. ,7 ; YV» **. ' ■ — uoiouoic, lawxm i ei rurism information ter 

and News Media. Updated Chart includes information on confirmed terrorist incidents from 2001-2010. 

This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 



news briefing: 

in W^.S S Sf 3dOW ° Ver North Afi1c a and Sahel; Stalemate 

VVashington, DC (Dec. 13, 2010)-As UN-hmtPrt inW m „i ~ m Ne » York ™w* (12-9-10) 

* ttr^ffittS" (AQIM), has received extend 
AQIM has established a safe hS base fn TlrSof J^S™ ton ^ 0n^, terrorist th ™t. 

» Algena, Mauritania, Mali, and Niger, OveV The pas ^rearTo^tLH 68 ' " ? f th ? Sahel-in southern 
k,dnapp,ngs of foreign nationals for hefty ransoms a brut^hS °l hi 8"-Pr°fite attacks, 

^ threatson European targets that has led STLfc^ h °^- «* *« 

now works ««*, wm, < * < ^rrnr^^^^^ u ^'*-^ 

► In mid-Octobe?ale7S ^r^tST^r**" fien/ '? oto <*»"» a™* Osama Bin Uden 

boats, 0n October 28, Osama SfnnoLncerS^?" 6 ''' !f? *»* rKruits in »• «5 
^ and demanded France withdraw from Kd™^^^ in Niger 

► tor-armsS S^be^Mo^b^^a"^,^^'"^ «»•*•«* cocaine- 
drugs through Mauritania, on route. tr^^e^lyTS 

► paid Omar le Sahraoui and three other tofiStoS^J^Jl C ° U ? records in Mauritania reveal 
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: , {Worth Africa) 



Active di-uaeaa amiiate or 
™™SI ?P 40 Fa»led/f rage S tates 

.H'^Si^L^^ Fran« Press 




MjbpLE East Asia . 

^ffi* 1, c <^ 
„*rr" sub-Saharam iSV ai^m iitiv 
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Al-Qa&a 




1, v?< 



► desert Land in Limbo Is tMi^*^^^ felfWI«H Souad Mekhennet, 12-9-10 

^ !f z "l^^ al^Qaeda & 

► "Slx^jbr^lir^^ Ma&> Mmfm&^^m^lQ " " " 

* "The Polisario: The Next Al Qaeda?/' MmmimmWm*mf$Wmw,-mt-l& ' - 

http;//www.hudson-nv.ofg/1699/pr.li. ;a rir,-Ai- n A < >rt a - ,- <■ ^ *>i ^ 

* ^'"f? 3 ^ 3 Yeme " affiHate wldens searefet^^iyte, targets/' itirnKGHMftK* C#h1t'lock, 11-30-10 

* ? s ?l Qaeda « nter ested in Western Sahara's Polisario Front?/' atftsKv:. Sanclio in Spain, 11-29-10 

► "Rifts curb North Africa's, war on al-Qaida," ti&xot*, J&47-10 

ft» p ; / /www.upi.cojB£im^ 

► "Al-Qaeda looks to Sahei for new funding sources," ftft^MfffM, 11-10-10' • 

► "Deserting the Logic for Want of Glory/' Ite&kr 58* lames Badcock, 11-4-10 i 

tmp://www.dai^r,com.tp^r U £ le^ sp? e ditiqh mo^m seJ^MmQ ^.j^UUSimxziUM-^n?, \ j 

► "Letting another Qaeda bastion grow," ^mkmm Richard Miniter, 11-2-10 i 

► "Morocco battles Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb," titan i%w, Aida Alimi, 11-2-10 

* ^? 3k, f#* owll1g in Nofttl Afrlca tso '" 11 ***** mpwhwwu* Abderrihim Chalfaouat, 11-1-10 

► "Osama atthe Top of His Game," fmNOmm fe^^-iytfehaefSchfeueii' 1*20*0 " 

* "France slams Bin laden, piays dc^ri totage%reat/'^ Jea^tbwts de fa Vaissiere/ 10-28-10 



* ; ?The Rise of Af Qaeda in North Africa," tomm* Ravi Somaiya, 9-16*10 V 

^ ? p f,1 ish hosta ©p freed oy al-Qaida arrive in Spain," AswmtaL Manu Fernandez, 8-23 10 

* "Terrorism: AQIM and the Poisario Frente," CS5 7)Mim«iaNtt Amns f*am£&nter for Strategic 
and International Studies, May 2010 , 8 

*• "Maghreb & Sahel Terrorfem: Rising Threat from af-Qaeda, other Terrorists in North & West/Central 
Africa,. *fi^i»^^^^ 

Tft/s moterio/ /s distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 



Maghreb & Sahel Terrorism: 
P 1 ^ i Pi: Ph-n h ~; -.'•est fir, >t sK^da a 
other Terrorist'.- lit Nerth & West/Central Africa 

YSBWHAtamags, International Center for Terrorism Studies, Potomac Institute for Policy Studies 
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Terrorist Attacks In North & West/CentfaS Africa Since 9/11 
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Annual Terrorist Attacks in Region Since 9/11 



2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 200$ 2007 2008 2009 2010 



Since Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attacks by si-Qaecfa to the tstmtic Maghreb {M3§M\ and other militant extremists 
mm KSagftreb and Sahei mcmased sm% from their tew in the period to <Mt a new high of 204 attacks in 
remain dangerous* high in 2010. Mom than % t ®m terrorist bombings, murders, kidnappings, 
a«* ambushes-against international and domestic targets—claimed some l,f§© fiwes and 6,000 victims in 
$igefi%€had, Libya, Maii, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, and Tunisia, links to organized crime are proliferating. 
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j m «. j- , 71 6 . T . . ' . ,eMUI iS «" "*■•«» wwson terrorism information Cei 

and News Media. Updated Chart Includes information on confirmed terrorist incidents from 2001-2010. 

This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 



The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Secretary of State 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 



Dear Secretary Clinton: 



We are writing to urge you to make the resolution of the Western Sahara stalemate a U.S. foreign policy 
priority for North Africa. F y 

We are very concerned about the mounting evidence of growing instability in North Africa Terrorist 
activities are increasing and countries in the region are under substantial pressure from a growing and 
restless youth population and a precarious economic base. United States leadership in close cooperation 
with our allies in Europe and the region can help stabilize the situation and reverse these worrisome 
trends. We should begin with a more sustained American attention to one of the region's most pressing 
political issues, the Western Sahara. B 

^hri fhf ? P ° rt S C ° n Mard \ n 1 ' ?° 09 by a Pand ** mduded formei Secretai y of Sta * Madeleine 
Albright, former NATO Supreme Allied Commander General Wesley Clark, and former Ambassador 

Stuart Eizenstat argued that 'the U.S. must work diligently with its friends to resolve the stalemate over 
the Western Sahara. 



We agree with you that the proposal introduced by Morocco in 2007 - based on broad autonomy for the 
Western Sahara under Moroccan sovereignty -is serious and credible. As you acknowledged in your 
remarks in Morocco last November, it has been the policy of the United States to support a resolution of 
this conflict based on this formula since the Administration of President Clinton We support this 
bipartisan U.S. policy and the efforts of the United Nations to bring all parties together to resolve this 
matter peacefully at the negotiating table. 

The challenges m North Africa for the United States and its allies are clear, and our leadership can make a 
significant difference for the better m promoting greater coordination to diminish and eliminate terrorist 
threats, m encouraging regional integration that will facilitate economic growth and prosperity and in 
resolving the Western Sahara to remove the major obstacle to stability in the region. ' 

We look forward to working with you towards the success of this policy. 

Sincerely, 



Diane Feinstein 
United States Senate 



Christopher Bond 
United States Senate 



The History of the Western Sahara 



The sovereignty of the Western Sahara remains the subject of a dispute between Morocco and the Polisario Front, a 
separatist group based in southern Algeria. Morocco reasserted its sovereignty over the territory after Spain withdrew its colonial 
interests from the area in 1 975. The Polisario Front has challenged Morocco's control over the Western Sahara. 

The Moroccan Government has undertaken a sizable economic development program in the Western Sahara to provide 
economic, political and social infrastructure for the region's residents. Today, international efforts are underway to encourage a 
political settlement between Morocco, the Polisario Front, and Algeria that would resolve sovereignty over the Western Sahara 
through autonomy. 



I Moroccan Kings rule over the territory currently 
1 known as the Western Sahara 



j Spanish colonization begins 

I Morocco claims independence from France 

I Morocco reclaims the Western Sahara at the 
I UN for the first time 

I King Mohammed V formally lays claim to the 
I Sahara 

I The UN includes the Western Sahara on the 
list of non self-governing territories 

I The UN General Assembly adopts its first 
] resolution calling on Spain to decolonize the 
I Sahara 

IThe Polisario Front is founded and stages its 
I first attack 

I Algeria begins to oppose Moroccan policy 
Ion the Sahara and trains Polisario guerillas 

I The Green March takes place in which 
1 350,000 unarmed Moroccans march South 
1 into the desert to reassert the sovereignty of 
I the Sahara from the Spanish 

I Morocco signs Madrid Agreement which 
I seeks to transfer control of the Sahara to a 
I three party administration divided between 
1 Morocco, Spain and Mauritania 

I Spain officially terminates its administration of 
I the Sahara 

I The Polisario declares the Saharawi Arab 

I Democratic Republic (SADR) and raises the flag 

I of "Western Sahara" 

I Spanish-Moroccan fishing agreement is 
[signed; the Polisario begins attacks on Spanish 
I fishing vessels 

I Morocco and the Polisario accept a UN peace 
1 plan, in which a referendum will be held. 

J UN Security Council approves the 
I establishment of Mission des Nations Unies 
I pour ('Organisation d'un Referendum au 
Sahara (MINURSO) 



"[Morocco's compromise autonomy 
initiative] originated in the Clinton 
Administration. It was reaffirmed in 
the Bush Administration and it 
remains the policy of the United 
States in the Obama Administration. 
[...] And I don't want anyone in the 
region or elsewhere to have any 
doubt about our policy, which 

remains the same." 
-U.S. Sec. of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, November 3, 2009 




"[T]he Kingdom [of Morocco] has 
proposed a serious and credible 
autonomy plan as a basis of 
negotiation [...] and it constitutes a 
new proposal element after years of 
stalemate." 
-French President Nicolas Sarkozy , 
October 23, 2007 

"My conclusion that an independent 
Western Sahara is not an attainable 
goal is relevant today because it lies 
at the root of the current negotiation 
process.." 

- UN Secretary General's Personal Envoy' 
for the Western Sahara Peter Van 
Walsum, April 21, 2008. 
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Cease-fire declared in the disputed Western 
Sahara region 

Former US Sec. of State James Baker III 
appointed as UN Special Envoy in the 
Sahara region 

Houston Accord is signed between Morocco 
and Polisario establishing the 
implementation of a referendum to decide 
the future of the Western Sahara 



UN Sec. Gen. Kofi Annan presents the 
Security Council with four options to 
break the impasse in the Western 
Sahara: referendum, autonomy, 
partition, or complete withdrawal 

UN Security Council unanimously adopts 
Resolution 1 541, urging the parties to 
the Western Sahara conflict to "to 
achieve a just, lasting and mutually 
acceptable political solution." 

Dutch ambassador Peter Van Walsum is 
confirmed as the new UN Sec. Gen. 
Special Envoy to the Western Sahara 

Morocco releases autonomy under 
sovereignty plan for the Western Sahara 
which is endorsed by the United States, 
Spain and France 

Morocco and the Polisario Front conduct 
first two rounds of negotiations 

The Polisario Front threatens a return to 
armed conflict with Morocco 



Third round of negotiations between 
Morocco and the Polisario Front takes place 
in January; a fourth round resumes in March 

UN Sec. Gen. Special Envoy Van Walsum 
calls for realism and deems independence 
an unattainable option. Parties to the 
negotiations agree to a fifth round of 

negotiations to take place at a later date. 

UN Sec. Gen. appoints seasoned US 
Diplomat Christopher Ross as the new 
Special Envoy for the Western Sahara. 

U.S. Sec. of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
reaffirms U.S. policy in support of Morocco's 
autonomy initiative. 
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